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“Bill has written knowledgeable, well-informed, conscientious and sensitive chapters about Syd’s music and what 
it took to record it in somewhat difficult circumstances for us all. He has written about what really matters, Syd’s 
talent, what it took to get it on record and how it contributed to what ended up as being one of the biggest bands 
the world has ever seen or heard. Bill’s book is a great read, and well worth the price of admission.”  

–Jerry Shirley, drummer for Humble Pie 
 

In celebration of the 40th anniversary of The Dark Side of the Moon, Bill Kopp celebrates the ingenuity with which 
Pink Floyd rebranded themselves following the 1968 departure of Syd Barrett. Not only did the band survive 
Barrett’s departure, but it went on to release landmark albums that continue to influence generations of musicians 
and fans. The book explores the path taken by the remaining band members to establish a musical identity, 
develop a songwriting style, and create a new template for the manner in which albums are made and even 
enjoyed by listeners. As Bill Kopp illustrates, that path was filled with failed experiments, creative blind alleys, 
one-off musical excursions, abortive collaborations, a general restlessness and – most importantly – a dedicated 
search for a distinctive musical personality. Reinventing Pink Floyd guides readers through the works from 1968-73, 
highlighting key innovations, musical breakthroughs and ideas/works of lasting influence. It places the group into 
the relevant social, historical, cultural and musical contexts while exploring the foundations upon which their ideas 
were built.   
 

Bill Kopp is a lifelong music enthusiast, musician, collector, and music journalist. His writing has been featured in 
music magazines including Bass Guitar, Record Collector, Prog and Shindig!, Billboard, Electronic Musician, 
Goldmine, Trouser Press, and Ugly Things. He is the Jazz Desk Editor and Prog Editor at BLURT online, and has 
written liner note essays for nearly 20 albums. He has interviewed several hundred musicians and music industry 
figures of note, and his musoscribe.com blog boasts thousands of music reviews, essays, interviews, and features.
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